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SPQR: Senatus Populusque Romanus 
    "The Senate and People of Rome"  

 
Textbook Ch. 6 (pp. 156-213) 

 

TIMELINE 

Republic Early Empire High Empire Late Empire 

509-27 BCE 
 
Etruscan kings expelled from 
Rome 
Roman Conquest of Greece, 
146 BCE 
Julius Caesar assassinated, 
44 BCE 
Battle of Actium, 31 BCE  

27 BCE-96 CE 
 
Augustus 27 BCE-14-CE 
 
Vitruvius, The Ten Books of 
Architecture, c 25 BCE 
 
Flavians 69-96 
 

96-192 
 
Trajan 98-117  
Hadrian, 117-138  
Antonines 138-192 

192-337 CE 
 
Severans 193-235 
Diocletian 284-305 
Constantine 306-337 
Dedication of Constantinople 
330 

Major Works 

-Alexander Mosaic^^ 
-Head of Roman Patrician* 
(Temple of Fortuna Virilis) 

Major Works 

-House of the Vetii Painting 
Styles 1-4* 
-Augustus of Primaporta* 
-Colosseum* 
(Flavian woman, Ara Pacis 
Augustae, Arch of Titus, 
Pont-du-Gard) 

Major Works 

-Forum of Trajan* 
-Column of Trajan* 
-Pantheon* 
(Equestrian Statue of Marcus 
Aurelius) 

Major Works 

-Ludovisi Battle 
Sarcophagus* 
(Arch of Constantine, Four 
Tetrarchs, Aula Palatina) 

 

Image Set Sample FRQ  

THE REPUBLIC 
*Head of a Roman Patrician 
-Fortuna Virilis 
 
IMPERIAL ROME 
*House of the Vettii 
    -Painting styles (1-4) 
*House of the Vettii    
    -Roman house plan 
*Augustus Primaporta 
*Colosseum 
*Forum of Trajan with Column of Trajan 
*Pantheon 
*Ludovisi Battle Sarcophagus 
-Pont du Gard 
*Petra Jordan: Treasury and Great 
Temple 
 

 

 

Identify this sculpture and the art-historical period 

associated with it. Discuss the characteristics that 

place the sculpture in this period and HOW it 

differs from sculpture of the preceding period. 

 
 
 
 



 

Vocabulary Key Ideas 

1. Ashlar masonry: carefully cut and grooved stones 
that support a building without the use of concrete 
of other kinds of masonry 

2. Atrium (atria): a courtyard in a Roman house or in 
front of a Christian church 

3. Basilica: in Roman architecture, a large axially 
planned building with a nave, side aisles and apses 

4. Coffer: in architecture, a sunken panel in a ceiling 
5. Composite column: one that contains a 

combination of volutes from Ionic order and 
acanthus leaves from the Corinthian order 

6. Continuous narrative: a work of art that contains 
several scenes of the same story painted or 
sculpted on a single frame 

7. Cubiculum: a Roman bedroom flanking an atrium; 
in Early Christian art, a mortuary chapel in a 
catacomb 

8. Cupola: a small dome rising over the roof of a 
building 

9. Encaustic: an ancient method of painting that uses 
colored waxes burned into a wooden surface 

10. Foreshortening: a visual effect in which an object 
is shortened and turned deeper into the picture 
plane to give the effect of receding in space 

11. Forum: a public square  or marketplace in a Roman 
city 

12. Fresco: a painting technique that involves applying 
water-based paint onto a freshly plastered wall. The 
paint forms a bond with the plaster that is durable 
and long-lasting 

13. Impluvium: a rectangular basin in a Roman house 
that is placed in the open-air atrium in order to 
collect rainwater 

14. Keystone: the center stone of an arch that holds 
the others in place 

15. Oculus: a circular window in a church, or round 
opening at the top of a dome 

16. Peristyle: an atrium surrounded by columns in a 
Roman house 

17. Perspective: depth and recession in a painting or 
relief sculpture. Objects shown in linear 
perspective achieve a 3-D effect on a 2-D picture 
plane.  All lines, called orthogonals, draw the 
viewer back in space to a common point, called the 
vanishing point.  Paintings may have more than 
one vanishing point. Landscapes that give the 
illusion of distance use atmospheric perspective 
or aerial perspective. 

18. Pier: a vertical support that holds up an arch or a 
vault 

19. Spandrel: a triangular space enclosed by the curve 
of arches 

20. Triclinium: a dining table in ancient Rome that has 
a couch on three sides 

21. Tuscan Order:  an order of ancient architecture 
featuring slender, smooth columns that sit on simple 
bases; no carvings on the frieze or capitals 

22. Vault:A roof constructed with arches. When an arch 
is extended in space, forming a tunnel, it is called a 
barrel vault. When two barrel vaults intersect at right 
angles, it is called a groin-vault 

23. Veristic:Sculptures from the Roman Republic 
characterized by the extreme realism of facial 
features 

 

● Roman art reflects their ambitions and monuments reflect 
the glory of the gods and government 

● Roman architecture is famous for the arch, the vault, and 
the use of concrete. 

● Roman paintings are few yet we have well preserved first, 
second, third, and fourth styles from Pompeii. 

● The Romans had a great interest in the height of Greek art 
and continued to make many copies of Greek sculptures. 

● The Romans also move away from cremation and begin to 
have burials. Roman royalty are still cremated. Funerary 
practices may start to reflect the influence of Christianity 
and other Eastern religions that believe in an afterlife.  

 
Government 

● Monarchy: 8th-7th centuries BCE 
● Republic (with Senate): 6th century BCE 

● Dictator (Julius Ceasar): 48 BCE (murdered 44 BCE) 

● Empire (under Augustus): 27 BCE 

 
 



 


